THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF CLEMENCY + S. CLEMENT'S CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, U.S.A. 


July 6th is a special date remembered each year by hundreds of people who 
associate themselves with "England's Nazareth,") It was on this date sixty-three 
years ago that the young Vicar of Walsingham, Alfred Hope Patten set up a replica 
of the original statue of Our Lady of Walsingham in the Guild's Chapel of the 
Parish Church. 

Across the Atlantic, a well-known Anglo-Catholic Parish in Philadelphia has 
just observed the twenty-fifth Anniversary of the affiliation of its Shrine with 
Our Lady of Walsingham. S. Clement's Church celebrated the Silver Jubilee of its 
Affiliation on Saturday 6 July at 10.00 a.m. with a Missa Cantata followed by a 
Garden Party. A stall was set up with literature about Walsingham and The Shrine 
of Our Lady of Clemency, whose affiliation we have celebrated. 

Although the Shrine's affiliation is only a quarter of a century old, the actual 
foundation of The Shrine is much older. In the Spring of 1938, the rector of S. Clement's 
Church, Father Franklin Joiner made the first appeal for contributions towards the erection 
of a shrine dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. During that Summer, fourteen members 
of the Parish contributed to the appeal. In subsequent years, the amount raised was 
nearly $2,000.00 which was more than the actual cost of the shrine. Interestingly enough, 
the fund for the erection of the shrine was subscribed by members and friends of the 
parish. No one person gave a large sum toward the cost. The Fund represents the gifts of 
many people who love Our Lady and desired to see her honored by a shrine in S. Clement's 
Church, 

On 25th March 1943, being The Feast of The Annunciation, the statue was erected on 
the South Side of the Church outside the Lady Chapel and next to the Neill Memorial Window 
and blessed by Father Joiner before the High Mass. The statue, designed by Mr Wilfred E, 
Robbins of New York City, was built by the Wood-Craft Company of New York, with Mr Henry 
E. Beretta as the Sculptor, The Statue is of unusual design and beauty and should be seen 
to be fully appreciated. It shows Our Lady as the Queen of Heaven, "clothed with the sun, 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars."' She holds a scepter 
in her right hand with which she is pointing to the High Altar and the Tabernacle where 
the Sacramental Presence of her Divine Son is perpetually reserved. The figure of Our 
Lady, six feet in height rests on a polychromed pedestal which is seven feet high of 
octagonal build with a heavy ornate corbel in the center, and all very richly colored. 
Two hand-wrought candle rings of unique design surround the base. The draperies of the 
Blessed Virgin are painted in dull blue and red, with an over design powdered in gold, 
the linings of her dress covered with silver. 

From behind the Statue, highly burnished rays of glory waver out in the shape of a 
great vesica. Above the Statue is a deep valance of delicate wood-carving, gilded and 
painted in medieval gothic colors, and surmaunted by a tall spire of open woodwork and 
carving, twelve feet, making a total height of the Shrine from the floor to the tip of 
the pinnacle to about twenty-five feet. 
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Soon after the erection of the Statue, it became quite evident that this new 

Shrine could not be just a Parish Shrine, but a Shrine belonging to the whole Church-- 
a Shrine that belonged to all whoever they were and wherever they might be. In 1944, 
one year after its erection it was given the title of "The Shrine of Our Lady of 
Clemency" which exemplifies all the attributes given to Our Lady, for her new title 
"Clemency" is a synonym for mercy, gentleness, compassion, sympathetic understanding 

and kindness. 

The Continuous Novena at The Shrine was begun on Easter Monday, 10 April 1944. 

By the beginning of May, forty-eight requests for prayers had been received with $90.00 
in Offerings. After forty years the Novena has continued without ceasing, and prayers 
and Intercessions have been offered on behalf of countless numbers of mem and women 

from across the United States, Canada and beyond. No other Parish in the American Church 
has such a Novena and it is gratifying to know that The Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency 
has been a blessing to those whose prayers have been answered. 

Many people have had a part in the promotion of the Shrine. Among those especially 
remembered are Sister Ruth Vera of The Sisterhood of the Holy Nativity in Wisconsin, 
who as an accomplished artist and restorer of vestments, drew a sketch of the new Shrine 
shortly after its erection, Stster Ruth Vera was stationed in Philadelphia at S. Clement's 
Mission House in the 1940's. The pen and ink drawing of the Statue of Our Lady of Clemency 
is a familiar one to those who know S. Clement's Church and the Shrine. Father Joseph, 
of the American Society of S. Francis, on one of his many visits to S. Clement's was 
inspired-to write a special Litany of Our Lady of Clemency, which has been reprinted. 

The most memorable occasion for the Shrine and for S. Clement's Church occured on 
6 July 1960 when S. Clement's, Philadelphia received a document from The Shrine in 
Walsingham informing the parish that the Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency had been granted 
Affiliation and had been accorded participation in the same spiritual priviledges thereof. 
Father Colin Stephenson at that time was the Administrator of the Shrine and had paid a 
visit to S. Clement's in May of that year by Canon William Elwell, then rector and an 
Honorzary Guardian of the Shrine. Ever since the erection of the Shrine in Philadelphia, 
it has had strong ties with the English Shrine. 

In more recent times, the Shrine has had the priviledge of hearing Father Carefull 
preach and this past September had the honor of having Father Colven with us. We were 
grateful to be able to present him with a most generous cheque for the Sick and Handi- 
capped Wing which is being built on the Hospice Grounds. Each Monday evening, Our Lady 
of Clemency is remembered at Shrine Prayers in Walsingham at 6 p.m. at the same time 
Our Lady of Walsingham is remembered at the Novena daily in S. Clement's Church. 

As we celebrate these twenty-five years of affiliation with Walsingham, we offer 
thanks to God for the many blessings invoked by Our Lady of Clememcy, and look forward 
to another twenty-five years of spiritual linkage with "England's Nazareth." 


